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Caulfield Racecourse, Australia - Turf - Good 4
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Meeting Highlights

Caulfield is rated Good 4 with the rail out three metres. Although the inside turf has experienced less recent racing
wear, no definitive preferred racing lane has been established.

The 2400m feature should reward economical positioning, rhythm and a well-timed sustained run. No.1 Half Yours
offers the preferred Win/Place proposition on the balance of ratings and odds, while No.3 Treasurethe Moment is the
outsider Place selection. No.10 Wine Dark Sea provides the principal Q anchor, provided he can overcome his wide
barrier without excessive early effort.

Caulfield Cup — No.3 Treasurethe Moment is the standout outsider for Place consideration at 21.33, with stall 5 and a
projected prominent position supporting her chances. No.10 Wine Dark Sea has the strongest finishing ability but
must negotiate stall 19 without an energy-sapping early move.
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Caulfield Racecourse Track Analysis - 17 October 2026

Track Condition: Turf - Good 4 | 25°C | Sunny | Light Winds, Becoming Southeasterly 15-20 km/h in
the Evening

Caulfield is rated Good 4, with an overall GoingStick reading of 8.9, Penetrate of 8.1 and Shear of 10.5, indicating a
reasonably firm and supportive racing surface. No rainfall has been recorded since the previous meeting, while 38mm
of irrigation over the past seven days, including 6mm during the latest 24 hours, should help maintain surface
moisture despite sunny conditions and a forecast maximum of 25°C. The rail is positioned 3 metres out around the
entire circuit, compared with 13 metres at Wednesday's meeting, bringing a substantially less-raced section of the
inside track back into use. The area between approximately 3 and 13 metres from the inside rail should therefore have
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experienced considerably less recent racing wear. However, aeration outside the four-metre line introduces another
variable in surface firmness, so the fresher turf should not automatically be regarded as the fastest racing lane.
Caulfield's relatively tight, left-handed turns and 367-metre home straight reward horses capable of maintaining
balance and momentum around the bends. As temperatures rise, the surface may become progressively drier and
potentially quicker, although changes in surface speed and differences between individual racing lanes must be
assessed separately.

From a tactical perspective, runners settling forward or in midfield with cover appear to have the most efficient
starting profile. Caulfield's short straight generally reduces the margin for error when attempting to make substantial
ground from the rear. Leaders capable of controlling the early tempo can retain a meaningful advantage approaching
the home turn, while horses positioned just behind the pace can conserve energy and launch their challenge without
needing to make an extended wide move. Midfield runners with sustained acceleration remain competitive,
particularly when they begin improving between the 800m and 600m marks and enter the straight within striking
distance. Deep closers are more dependent on a genuine tempo or a strong finishing-speed advantage. The opening
three races, comprising two 2000m events and one over 1100m, have produced winners from different starting
barriers, but those results alone do not establish an inside or outside track bias. Detailed running positions and
finishing lanes remain important before drawing a stronger conclusion. Winds are forecast to be relatively light for
much of the day, becoming southeasterly at 15-20 km/h during the evening. Without a sufficiently reliable assessment
of their effect on individual sections of the course, economical positioning and access to cover remain more useful
tactical considerations than an assumed headwind or tailwind advantage.

Today's programme includes 1000m, 1100m, 1200m, 1400m, 1600m, 2000m and 2400m races, with the configuration
of each start creating different tactical demands. The 1000m to 1200m races use the extended chute, although the
shorter sprint leaves less time for runners to establish an economical position before the turn. The 1100m and 1200m
starts provide somewhat greater opportunity to settle, meaning wider barriers are not necessarily a decisive
disadvantage if runners possess sufficient early speed to cross without excessive effort. The three 1400m races place
greater emphasis on early positioning because of the relatively short approach to the first turn. Wider-drawn runners
risk being caught without cover unless they can accelerate across or settle efficiently behind the initial pace. Similar
considerations apply over 1600m, where obtaining a suitable position before the opening turn is important,
particularly for runners lacking the acceleration to recover substantial ground in the home straight. The two 2000m
races allow greater opportunity for pace management, making economical running and a controlled increase in speed
from the 800m or 600m markers particularly relevant. The 2400m Caulfield Cup presents a different challenge,
combining stamina with the need to negotiate multiple turns efficiently. Wide draws can be managed if runners
establish cover without expending excessive early energy, but sustained three-wide racing can accumulate a
significant distance and energy penalty. Midfield runners capable of conserving momentum and improving
progressively over the final 800 metres may be better placed than those relying on one decisive acceleration in the
straight.

Today's Good 4 surface and three-metre rail position provide a reasonable basis for expecting economical inside
running to be effective, but there is not yet sufficient verified evidence to declare a persistent preferred lane. Early
positioning should remain particularly important over 1000m to 1400m, with the 1400m races placing additional
pressure on runners needing to cross from wider barriers. Over 1600m, the ideal combination is an economical
position within striking distance and enough finishing speed to accelerate after turning for home. The 2000m and
2400m races allow more flexibility in early positioning, placing greater importance on conserving energy, maintaining
rhythm and timing a sustained move through the final 800 metres. At present, the preferred tactical baseline is a
forward-to-midfield position with cover, followed by an uninterrupted acceleration around the final turn. The
remaining early races, particularly those over 1400m, should help establish whether inside runners are genuinely
maintaining speed better than wider challengers or whether horses can finish strongly across multiple lanes.
Repeated evidence of successful wide finishing runs would weaken the initial inside-efficiency assumption, while
consistent ground-saving performances along the rail would increase the importance of securing an economical early
position.
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EZIEMER - —HRFE - Eith > 2400K
Caulfield Cup, Group 1, Turf, 2400m

14:15/17:15
Bk 54 B | a8 5B &R ISEm F5 RalLoES
No. Name Draw | Weight Jockey Trainer Rating Est. Odds
! Half_\(i}r%f(ﬂ;US) 7 127 Magfflefﬁra Tor%y%ﬁ%%in%l\%goy 78 10.58
2 Cosmicgcjfjgfir (NZ) 17 123 Wifll?a%ﬁn%ke Anfe%iliek 77 4.31
10 Wine%,g?li%;ea (GB) 19 120 Dar\%z%n%ane Hargéﬁﬁﬁlton 73 7.5
3 Treasuretiﬁratvl%gment (AUS) > 122 Danie?%%ﬁ?house Mﬁ@ﬁie 68 21.33
12 Saint%e%t?gﬁe (GB) 2 118 Crai;éjié‘vaiﬁ?ams Cia;%rz%MEEher 60 6.89
'3 Starl‘%ricii(lRE) 5 s Lachlfaéni%i%ndorf Joseﬁz‘(:)%rien 56 21.83
16 Zaﬁﬁ:ﬁﬂ “ 117 EthT:%B%wn CiafﬁMggher 56 6.88
° Royal Sunremeey () 8 | 10 Jamie Spencer Claton heher 54 11.33
i EnfJE‘%J%(IRE) ! 120 Raiigiv%on Roi? I\J/:a\:a?ian == 12
4 Kin?gﬁgﬁ?dg(uGB) 20 121 Joh:ﬁen Gavirlma B_,e%_cféggood 52 20.33
I She's a triter (N2) S Michaspee GraEﬂg%egg 51 14
" Ohorf%i;i; (NZ) 6] 13 Jyﬁﬂﬁn i 43 JE2
15 Soul%}f%gilr%\(IRE) 13 17 TyIEr Sc;;IIer Ch;i;s?%ip?ler 42 46
> Knighfé B e AUS) 22 | 121 Robt e olan ] %%ﬂ%%%ﬁ”ﬁn 33 31.83
6 Midjl:eiE;i;tﬁ(GB) 1 2l oM e kdale e 33 36.67
8 Greeﬁﬁgpl):z%e%ﬂ(AUS) 18 120 Raﬁ%il(ging BjoErf%Ha/%(er 27 31
'® (ings Vit 1R 12 | 12 | e johmstone @ Claronaener 27 25.33
! Ast%é%NZ) 10 118 Bealfjl‘%lg\\/lﬁe%ﬁens Ch;ii*s%;/ﬁ??ler 18 52.67
Est. Perc. 137%

R ER[E Selection Range: P: 3, WP: 1, Q: 1+2+10+3+12+13
%5 5RBE Strategy Bets: 1TWP, 3P, 10>1+3Q
B Dark Horses: 3, 10, 13
#% % Back Marker: 10 | 16 | 13]2,12|1,3,4,6,7,9,11]5,8,14,15,17,18




MA288.COM - EJEF{EE - Caulfield Cup 7

2 Verdict:
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ISR ERUSERE - REMEERR—E > MBRATERERIKZ XM - #ARYAFRI0NR > BRALSFES -
21.33(F T PEGHES

158 T—4EBIR) 18NEHRS > HITHE > B EAHELHE LR - MBRHIERR » S H2400KH#E
REZ T HE - EFEFERRERTRINEE » BEERKICKZSAENE - R7THRI2IRAELL - MTF5
RE17 > BERADHIZ310.58(F5%4.3118 - RA/BZEEABERIEAAT > BRWPER(ERSZH -

25% TERIER) 7777 > BHRISRER > A UTERIREME - BITFAE - FEFFLTE > MERETERR
KRR > BRZXNEERIFEEIND - 431EERER » LHEYAKRI05ER135E » (FQEERFLLEIZEEW
BaE-e

1358 T2 RE567) » BRINERITI05ER165E » BRFREIKIE I EZHAPT - FREHEPHE > 2400KBFFHEFZ
TRBUE > REBHISERRRFEEINE - RIBSOCKEFHEZELBIR - 21.83F FEIFQLFIACHE -

125% TEEEA) 57607 » HREFRRE118E » BECHEREZRIGHRIBNL - RYE2IEFEME > FRETEF IR R
BRI > MBEFARSINEE - RNi@6.80FEE ST FIEA - QEEERERENE -

165% IHE—I%) [ERET5670 » RIMERIK105% - HRERRE1ITE » THIRLEBINEWE - ATBEEQ
R3E > (BREREENFBBR » THERSIEBFREE -

BEIA | BEEEXEWPERE > 35RRIREFESHPRE - 105 ABRBERYNATIEN R EEFHHF -
QEXM : QEA10>3+1+2%4F » 13 ~ 12410 ©
’OEEE L 1SRWP ~ 35%P ; Q1 10—3+~10—1°

No.10 Wine Dark Sea combines the strongest finishing ability in the field with a projected prominent position, making
him one of the most interesting contenders. His main concern is stall 19. Damian Lane must avoid an expensive early
move across the field, particularly over a demanding 2400m involving several turns. If he can settle into a comfortable
rhythm without using too much energy, his finishing strength should remain a major asset. At 7.15, he is the leading Q
anchor.

No.3 Treasurethe Moment has a favourable tactical profile from stall 5. Daniel Stackhouse should have an opportunity
to secure a prominent position with cover, an important advantage around Caulfield's relatively tight circuit and short
home straight. Her finishing strength is below No.10's but comparable with No.1's. With a rating of 68 and estimated
odds of 21.33, she appeals as an outsider for Place consideration.

No.1 Half Yours heads the ratings on 78 and has a more manageable draw in stall 7. Mark Zahra will need to ensure he
does not settle too far back, as the horse is expected to race in the second half of the field. A progressive move
through the final 800m would be preferable to relying entirely on a late sprint. With just one rating point separating
him from No.2, the difference between their estimated odds of 10.58 and 4.31 makes Half Yours the preferred
Win/Place candidate.
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No.2 Cosmic Crusader is rated 77 and should be competitive if William Pike can establish cover from stall 17. His
projected midfield position is workable, but spending extended periods wide would be costly. His finishing strength is
respectable, although inferior to that of Nos.10 and 13. At 4.31, he remains a major Q contender rather than the
preferred outright betting proposition.

No.13 Starford offers an interesting alternative at 21.83. His rating of 56 is relatively modest, but his finishing strength
ranks third, behind only Nos.10 and 16. A midfield position with cover would allow him to conserve energy before
making a sustained move. Stall 15 presents a tactical challenge, but the distance gives Lachlan Neindorf time to find a
suitable position.

No.12 Saint George benefits from stall 2, a light 118Ib assignment and Craig Williams aboard. An economical passage
could bring him into contention, particularly if he can improve before the final bend. His rating of 60 and estimated
odds of 6.89, however, make him a secondary Q option rather than a leading selection.

No.16 Zahrann also deserves respect. He carries just 117Ib, starts from stall 4 and has the second-strongest finishing
ability in the race. He represents a genuine threat if the early leaders expend too much energy.

Race View: No.1 is the preferred Win/Place candidate, while No.3 offers an outsider Place opportunity. No.10 has the
strongest finishing profile and is a major winning threat if he overcomes his wide draw efficiently.

Q View: No.10 over Nos.3, 1 and 2, with Nos.13 and 12 as secondary combinations alongside No.10.

Suggested Bets: No.1 Win/Place; No.3 Place; Quinella 10-3 and 10-1.
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How to Read the MA288 Overseas Racing Analysis
(Quick Reference)

For the clearest overview, start with the overall race conditions before moving on to individual runners and key
observations.

1. Track Analysis
e Review the day’s track, weather and surface conditions.
¢ Identify which running styles and race positions may be better suited to the conditions.
2. Market Assessment & Yellow Highlights
e Compare how different markets assess each runner.
e Yellow highlights indicate notable differences in market assessment and may warrant closer attention.
3. Est. Perc (Race-Level Indicator)
e Helps indicate how open or uncertain the race appears overall.
e This is a race-level measure and does not represent the strength of any individual runner.
4. Ratings & Red Text
e Ratings are intended for relative comparison between runners in the same race.
e Red text highlights areas where different analytical perspectives show stronger agreement.
5. Running Style & Position Charts
e Show each runner’s typical racing pattern and likely position.
e These are best interpreted together with the Track Analysis.
6. Selections & Long Shots
e Key runners identified from the overall analysis, race conditions and supporting indicators.
e Use these alongside the preceding sections to quickly identify runners that merit closer attention.

For the full guide, visit: ma288.com — How to Read






