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Kyoto Racecourse, Japan - Turf - Good to Soft
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Meeting Highlights

Kyoto's 3000m Kikuka Sho places considerable emphasis on early positioning, conserving energy through the first
circuit and sustaining momentum from the second.

Danon History is the highest-rated runner and strongest finisher, making him the preferred Quinella banker. Audacia
combines a favourable draw with competitive finishing ability, while Shonan Hayanami offers the most interesting
long-priced alternative.

Lovcen's exceptionally short odds are difficult to reconcile with his rating and finishing profile, making him a less
compelling outright selection.
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Kyoto Racecourse Track Analysis - 25 October 2026
Track Condition: Turf - Good to Soft | Cloudy | North-westerly wind approximately 1 m/s

Kyoto is operating on the A course, with the inside rail at its innermost position. Although the turf was initially
reported as Good, rainfall affected the surface, with heavier conditions recorded during Race 3 before improving to
Good to Soft by Race 5. The morning turf cushion value was 9.2, within the standard range, while moisture readings
were 10.2% near the winning post and 10.6% at the fourth turn. Minor wear is evident along the inside rail, but there is
insufficient evidence of a pronounced disadvantage against the rail. Kyoto's defining feature is its uphill approach to
the third turn followed by a downhill section towards the fourth turn. The inner circuit has a relatively short 328-metre
home straight, compared with approximately 404 metres on the outer circuit, both with largely level finishes. The
downhill section encourages acceleration before straightening, although the damp surface places additional
importance on maintaining balance through the bend and sustaining momentum into the final stages.

The completed turf races provide some useful early indications. In the 1600-metre Race 3, the winner advanced from
midfield before finishing strongly, while prominent runners retained second and third positions. The 1800-metre Race
5 developed at a considerably slower early tempo, allowing a prominently positioned runner to accelerate effectively
in the straight. These contrasting race shapes suggest that both economical midfield positioning and forward-running
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tactics remain viable. There is currently no convincing evidence of a consistent inside or outside lane advantage. The
relatively slow tempo in Race 5 also means the success of prominent runners should not automatically be attributed to
the racing surface. Horses capable of securing cover, conserving ground and building momentum between the third
and fourth turns appear tactically well suited. The light north-westerly wind is unlikely to exert a substantial influence
on race positioning.

Today's turf programme features 1200m, 1600m, 1800m and 3000m contests, each presenting different positioning
requirements. The 1200m inner course reaches the third turn approximately 320 metres after the start, making early
positioning particularly significant. Wide-drawn runners unable to obtain cover risk losing ground around the
relatively tight bends, while deep closers may struggle unless the leaders maintain sufficient early pressure. The
1600m inner course provides a longer run before the third turn, reducing immediate draw pressure, although the
short home straight still rewards runners within striking distance approaching the final bend. At 1800m, the outer
course provides approximately 900 metres before the third turn, allowing wider runners considerably more time to
settle and establish cover. Its longer home straight also offers midfield runners greater opportunity to accelerate
progressively. The 3000m course presents a different challenge: runners start on the uphill approach to the third turn,
with only approximately 200 metres before the first bend. Early positioning therefore remains important despite the
extended distance. Conserving energy through the first circuit, remaining settled and timing the move along the
second back straight are critical before the final downhill run. On the dirt, the 1400m and 1800m races require
separate consideration because of the substantially wetter surface; the completed 1800m contest favoured runners
near the pace, but further evidence is required before establishing a persistent bias.

The most efficient tactical profile on today's turf appears to be a runner capable of racing prominently or in midfield,
securing economical cover and retaining sufficient acceleration for the finish. Early positioning carries greater
importance over 1200m and the inner-course 1600m, while the outer-course 1800m offers more scope for progressive
midfield advances. Over 3000m, economical positioning, restraint through the first circuit and sustained acceleration
from the second circuit are more important than a single late burst. Neither barrier position nor the visible inside wear
is sufficient to establish a fixed track advantage. With surface conditions potentially changing throughout the
afternoon, the remaining 1200m and 1800m races will be particularly informative in determining whether wider
finishing lanes become more effective or prominent runners begin to weaken earlier than expected.
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Kikuka Sho (Japanese St. Leger), Grade 1, Turf, 3000m

14:40/15:40
Bk 5% B | & 5B &R ISEm F5 RalLoES
No. Name Draw | Weight Jockey Trainer Rating Est. Odds
10 Dano;!?l-'??s?o%y(JPN) 10 128 Christoipf%eﬁmaire Nof/uﬁlj—_l{iori 79 3.85
3 AUdf%aj((JPN) : 126 Akifii%tq'??uﬁura Taki%a%guka 76 19.67
16 Shonajgf/;e%(w?rtm (JPN) 16 126 Keﬁgﬁ%ﬁ;oe Kunig}%}o%%a%nabe 76 83
2 Cogfgﬁ%PN) 2 126 Atsu?jg?i?nura Tomﬁfzujiéﬂkano 74 18.33
8 Lg%c;gf:g(]%JN) 8 126 Kohi?l\%%éiama Harizkiuélﬂgg?ﬁma 61 1.53
9 Going%%c?isﬂ_f/ (JPN) 9 126 Yutfkﬁa;%il' ake Yutkﬁﬁiéa 53 12
/ Large Prsemtle (JPN) 7| 126 Rfﬁﬁf Eoh R%g&ajf‘:ei 51 156.33
! psk EdinBorgh UPN) ] 1% ormata vuich S Bumaga 48 29.33
> Sea s Sermant UPN) 15 ] 126 Maan akal Tats%zylaﬂ\}fsg%oka 45 69.67
> Justin %Eggzo (JPN) > 126 Vet Har Kei%;a%f/;ata 44 13.67
6 Bé‘Si{fﬁt/rjr\eﬂi(%PN) 6 126 YJéLE?(i%VH;Eda Ta%rgﬁ%sito 43 38.67
14 Majo%feﬁﬁtff(JPN) 14 126 K):t“‘]aﬁT::oEsja(ki Yasu%_;%}r%c?smchi 42 37
7 Cha ri?ggé?gsf%upm 7 126 Yuﬁitljlfse\rﬁgva Takes%@fgmura 41 156.33
18 Narita }E%Eiz‘\:r%a (JPN) 18 126 YuigEFEij'c%;ura Yuic*.l?i%jfu:aga 40 156.33
1 M's%i%ﬁ%ﬁm 1 126 l\/ﬁg?%?tsa Yasuzg%%}r%c?rinichi 38 42
'3 King i% (JPN) 13 ] 126 {?’jﬁnﬁl MEEJ%IE?ga 38 106.33
12 Sanon?)(glzzggnr (JPN) 12 126 Hiroaao%ﬁﬁabe Kaz%yﬁzjiuoﬁgata 32 156.33
4 Shoz*aﬁ rr:"QG%@LE_;:JPN) 4 126 OSEEIl(gJﬁaEyzima Na%%izéﬁsﬁgai 16 223
Est. Perc. 135%

BEFEERE Selection Range: W: 10+16, P: 2+3, Q: 16+10+8+3+2+9
$ZFERBE Strategy Bets: 16WP, 10>3+16+2+9+8Q
S E Dark Horses: 16, 2, 3,9
#% % Back Marker: 10| | 3,16]9]2,6,7,8,12,14,15,17|1,4,5,11,13,18
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No.16 Shonan Hayanami is one of the most interesting outsiders at 83. Rated 76, he is level with No.3 Audacia and
only three points below the highest-rated runner. His finishing strength matches Audacia's and is second only to No.10
Danon History. The main concern is stall 16, particularly with the first turn arriving approximately 200 metres after the
start. Kenichi Ikezoe will need to secure cover rather than spend energy racing wide early. If he can settle through the
first circuit and improve progressively on the second, his finishing ability gives him a realistic chance of outperforming
those odds. He is the Win/Place strategy selection.

No.10 Danon History sets the standard with a rating of 79 and the strongest finishing ability in the field. Christophe
Lemaire rides from stall 10, and the projected midfield-to-rearward position means timing will be important. Today's
completed turf races have yet to establish a clear front-running or closing bias. Over 3000m, Danon History should
have sufficient time to settle under cover before making a sustained move along the second back straight. He is the
most convincing Quinella banker, although his estimated odds of 3.85 are substantially shorter than Shonan
Hayanami's.

No.3 Audacia also carries a rating of 76, with the advantage of stall 3 and a more prominent projected position. He
shares Shonan Hayanami's finishing-strength group, making him particularly interesting if he can conserve ground
and maintain momentum around the final turns. At 19.67, he remains a credible Place candidate and a leading
Quinella partner for Danon History.
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No.2 Congestus is rated 74 and benefits from stall 2. His projected position is further back, however, and his finishing
strength is below that of the three principal contenders. An economical passage and a timely move on the second
circuit could bring him into contention at 18.33, making him a secondary Quinella candidate.

No0.9 Going To Sky has a more forward projected racing position and ranks immediately behind Danon History,
Audacia and Shonan Hayanami for finishing strength. That tactical position may prove useful if the tempo is moderate,
although his rating of 53 leaves him with something to find against the leading contenders. He remains a Quinella
possibility rather than a primary selection.

No.8 Lovcen is an exceptionally short-priced favourite at 1.53 despite a rating of only 61. His projected position is not
especially prominent, while his finishing strength is below several much longer-priced rivals. Kyoto's 3000m demands
efficient positioning, patience and sustained acceleration rather than a single finishing burst. Lovcen cannot be

dismissed, but the available evidence does not justify treating him as the dominant contender suggested by his odds.

Race View: No.16 is the speculative Win/Place selection, while No.10 is the strongest runner on the ratings and
finishing figures.

Q View: No.10 as banker with Nos.3, 16, 2 and 9. No.8 is a secondary partner for No.10.

Strategy Bets: No.16 Shonan Hayanami — Win/Place.
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How to Read the MA288 Overseas Racing Analysis
(Quick Reference)

For the clearest overview, start with the overall race conditions before moving on to individual runners and key
observations.

1. Track Analysis
e Review the day’s track, weather and surface conditions.
¢ Identify which running styles and race positions may be better suited to the conditions.
2. Market Assessment & Yellow Highlights
e Compare how different markets assess each runner.
¢ Yellow highlights indicate notable differences in market assessment and may warrant closer attention.
3. Est. Perc (Race-Level Indicator)
e Helps indicate how open or uncertain the race appears overall.
e This is a race-level measure and does not represent the strength of any individual runner.
4. Ratings & Red Text
e Ratings are intended for relative comparison between runners in the same race.
e Red text highlights areas where different analytical perspectives show stronger agreement.
5. Running Style & Position Charts
e Show each runner’s typical racing pattern and likely position.
e These are best interpreted together with the Track Analysis.
6. Selections & Long Shots
e Key runners identified from the overall analysis, race conditions and supporting indicators.
e Use these alongside the preceding sections to quickly identify runners that merit closer attention.

For the full guide, visit: ma288.com — How to Read






