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Nakayama Racecourse, Japan — Turf (C Course) - Good

Nakayama Racecourse
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Meeting Highlights

S2-1 | No.12 Black Chalice is rated only 48 but is priced at 76.33, carries 119lb and should race forward. With early

position particularly important over today’s 1200m, he is the key long-priced WP angle. No.9 Star Anise, rated 84 with
the strongest late profile, is the Q banker.
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Nakayama Racecourse Track Analysis — 27 September 2026
Track Condition: Turf (C Course) - Good | Dirt - Good | Cloudy

The turf is on the C Course, with the inside rail positioned 6 metres out from the A Course. Around 12mm of rain fell
yesterday, leaving some moisture in the ground despite no additional rain this morning, so this is not a particularly dry
or sharp Good surface. Wear remains evident on the inside from the third turn into the home straight. Nakayama'’s
310-metre turf straight and rising finish place a premium on carrying momentum into the straight rather than relying on
one late burst.

The early turf races are already showing useful distance-specific evidence. In the 1200m event, the leading finishers
were positioned close to the pace around the turn, although the outright leader could not sustain the effort. By
contrast, both early 2000m races were won by runners that settled around midfield before advancing progressively,
while horses committing strongly in front were more vulnerable late. This does not indicate a simple front-running bias.
Tactical position is more important over 1200m, whereas the longer races are giving properly covered midfield runners
enough opportunity to build momentum.

Over the turf 1200m, the downhill-running outer-course section encourages speed and wide runners can lose
efficiency if unable to slot in before the sweeping turn. At 1600m, the approach to the first bend makes early
positioning important, particularly for wider draws that must either secure cover or risk travelling wide. The 2000m
provides more time to settle, but four turns increase the value of saving ground and timing a gradual move. On dirt,
1200m places greater emphasis on early speed and position, while 1800m rewards economical running through the
turns. Despite the worn inside turf from the third turn onward, there is not yet enough evidence to declare a fixed
inside or outside lane advantage.

The most efficient pattern so far is to race just behind the leaders or in the forward half with cover, minimise ground
loss through the bends and begin building speed before the short home straight. Early position carries particular
weight over 1200m; the 1600m combines first-turn positioning with the need to sustain speed uphill, while the 2000m
gives midfield runners more scope to advance progressively. Deep closers still require genuine pace and a clear
passage. A repeated shift by riders away from the inside, combined with sustained wide-running finishes later in the
card, would indicate that lane wear is becoming more influential; otherwise pace, position and energy conservation
remain more important than a fixed track bias.
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14:40/15:40 Sprinters Stakes, Grade 1, Turf, 1200m
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No. Name Draw Weight Jockey Trainer Rating Est. Odds
o Star Aznilf(JPN) ° 119 Christofi%emaire Tomifzuﬁjgkano 84 2.82

PRIRRIE NP Sk
15 Flick{frtfftu)zPN) 15 128 Atsuyﬁa)flj\tl/i:r:fiﬂmura ShoEi;s]]hQizono 74 5.83
13 | coptoweroey | 13 | 128 | onivmmmens S~ 69 | 4786
3 L2 M8 7T 22 FA %)
16 Puro l‘\%llqaﬁgif(JPN) 16 123 M?raﬁi3 :jia Shci??iﬁiuda 65 19
B2 4R B¥ ks SR ES
6 WO”Z'EF;;%?JPN) 6 128 Akihﬁ?‘lffnura Man:ﬂbﬁ‘ I_IT(_ezoe 62 12.67
3 Mamaj( c?i}j‘«’zaa(JPN) 3 123 YutaEktaETake Ya;%gjfi?rl—(ee 56 19.67
=) =ma =p 0
° Sound }f—/tllmr;:z (JPN) 5 123 Hayjtiﬁ\rc)g]ida Hid:rt]ii%'ake 52 30.33
a2\ 42 ; =p
10 RaF;iturj(fsN) 10 128 Takeg;:J-lYitlfyama Kazuq;;rql\fgkmatake o1 15
Ho R —
12 Black gf‘j'z (JPN) 12 119 Sugurfiﬁanaka KoEsthfo@TEaBke 48 76.33
ol e _
14 Win Caﬁffin (JPN) 14 128 Ko_sﬁﬁifﬁ'a Yufr’}niiﬁikato 41 13
A== =] =p 20
4 J“”Q\Sji&“) 4 123 Rytfiih;:(ai Hidiiﬁake 40 34.67
EX /s 7 42 AMS
1 I-li;:l(zJﬁ‘) 1 128 Katsuiéifn%zshima Haniiu;iﬁgli%sama 39 10.67
S FeRE = —p ez
8 A T%;ﬂk??im £ 128 Akat:jEiH El?c;;mita Hid:ﬁii%'ake 34 25
N\ B R . -
2 Al S:"I:;Xf‘k*(chN) 2 123 Hideflfs/ﬁyuki Yoshﬁfe%—fshida 29 57.67
1 Red Monﬁf:ve (JPN) 1 128 Marfsj%akai Masifsﬁgﬁz;bina 26 41
= ¥ [ g Z0
’ Pair%jﬁf)a(i(\jJPN) ’ 128 Ya;ii)frvmvata Tom?ylfk?ieda 25 32.33
Est. Perc. 134%

FEEAZ(E Tips © 12WP, 9>6+12+13+15+16Q
225 Dark Horses: 6, 12, 13, 16
#% % Back Marker: 1,9 13]3,5,7,8,10,11,14,15|2,4,6,12,16

63\71‘)'? Verdict:
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No.12 Black Chalice is rated only 48, but the 76.33 price and 119lb weight make the betting case much more
interesting. The map places Black Chalice in the forward group. Earlier evidence over this 1200m showed the leading
finishers racing close to the pace around the turn, while the outright leader could not sustain the effort. From gate 12,
the key is therefore to slot in with cover rather than spend too much early trying to lead. At this price, Black Chalice is
the value WP play.

No.9 Star Anise is clearly top-rated on 84 and also has one of the strongest finishing profiles in the field. The tactical
concern is that Star Anise is likely to settle behind several of the main pace horses. With Nakayama's short home
straight and early position already proving important over 1200m, Christophe Lemaire needs to start improving around
the final turn rather than leave everything for the straight. At 2.82, Star Anise makes more sense as the Quinella
banker than as the win bet.

No.13 Panja Tower is rated 69 with a solid late profile, although gate 13 makes securing cover important. No.6
World's End has a better draw in six and should find it easier to hold a forward-half position without giving away
unnecessary ground. Both are key Quinella partners.

No.15 Flicker Jab carries the second-highest rating of 74, but gate 15 combined with a forward racing position creates
a risk of early expenditure if unable to slot in. No.16 Puro Magic faces an even wider task from gate 16 and has less
late strength, so it is the more speculative inclusion.

Betting: No.12 Black Chalice WP.
Quinella: No.9 with 13, 6 and 12 as the main combinations; add 9-15, with 9-16 as the long-shot saver.
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How to Read the MA288 Overseas Racing Analysis
(Quick Reference)

For the clearest overview, start with the overall race conditions before moving on to individual runners and key
observations.

1.

Track Analysis (Page 2)

¢ Review the day’s track, weather and surface conditions.

¢ Identify which running styles and race positions may be better suited to the conditions.

Market Assessment & Yellow Highlights

e Compare how different markets assess each runner.

e Yellow highlights indicate notable differences in market assessment and may warrant closer attention.
Est. Perc (Race-Level Indicator)

e Helps indicate how open or uncertain the race appears overall.

e This is a race-level measure and does not represent the strength of any individual runner.
Ratings & Red Text

e Ratings are intended for relative comparison between runners in the same race.

e Red text highlights areas where different analytical perspectives show stronger agreement.
Running Style & Position Charts

e Show each runner’s typical racing pattern and likely position.

e These are best interpreted together with the Track Analysis.

Selections & Long Shots

o Key runners identified from the overall analysis, race conditions and supporting indicators.

e Use these alongside the preceding sections to quickly identify runners that merit closer attention.

For the full guide, visit:
ma288.com — How to Read
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